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MEMORANDUM FOR: Dirsctor of Central Intelligence
THROUOH: Deputy Director /Inteliigence
SUBJECT: Comments on Memarandum from

Mr. Les A. Hoegh, Dirsctor, OCDM,

Concerniag Soviet Civil Defease, to
General Goodpaster, dated 17 November 1939,

I. This memorandum is for your information and is in response
25X1A9a

to Major Eisentower's request to [ (o1 coroments on
ragraph ] of the subject memorandum, which states:
paragrer Je ' DX 1X7

At e (5G] messin, I
25X1X7 | »evesied that Ruasis had deep shelters for

2% percent of its people and that 35 percent of the
Russisn people had taken & Zi-bour civil defense
ceurse of instruction. He raported thase figures were
based upon intelligence and upon statements made by
various Russians.” 25X1X7

2. The statements sitributed to |1+ 3t verisnce
with the most recent report, dated August 1989, of ﬁm&

25X1X7 _emuzmu Soviet civil defense. The [l 25X1X7

report states:
a. Adout one third of the housing in Soviet cities now

consists of masonry apartments built since 1954, and these
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arve probably provided with basement shelters, xt least in
the more important towns,

b, Boviet clatms that 85 percent of the USSR ‘s population
have completed & ten~-hour courss and that the more advanced
2Z-hour course has been given to 25 percent of the people
are npeitcd without svalustion.

3. In contrast with My, Hoegh's statement concerning Sovist

25X1X7
eheiters, the[J -epcrt refera ouly to urban population,

not to total population, Further, the K;aﬁ clearly is estimating
iight, or bassraent type shelters for & maximum of one third of the
urban population, not heavy or deep shelters, Ressarch in C1A

leads to the cenclusion that only abour 20 percent of the city popula-
tion iu the USSR could be accommodated in existing shelters aud

that most of these shelters are of the relatively light basement type,
which sfford lttle protection against blast effects,

4, Concerning the numbers of people in the USSR who have
completed the 22-hour civil defense course, available {ntelligence
lexds us to believe that enly about 50 percent of the total population
has completed suck training. We note that the Sovist claim of
85 percent completion was for the 10-hour course,

% In summary, Mr. Hoegh's memorandum credits the
Soviets with a far move advanced state of clvil defense preparation

«2 .
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25X1X7
than is reflected in either CIA n_ iatelligence

reports.
OTTO K. GUTHE
Agsistant Director
Beasarch and Beporis
Distribution:
m"llo M 1 - mm
1~ eI
2 - /1
2 - AD/RR
LA - CufB; 8fcar
oav/sc 2+ (2 Decesver 195)
25X1A%9a
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Diractor of Central Intelligence
T MR 7UGH! Deputy Director/Intelilgence

SUBJECT: Comments on Memsrandurn from
Mr. Leo A, Moagh, Director, OCDM,
Concerning SBoviet Civil Defense, to
General Goodpaster, dated 17 November 1939,

i. This memorandum is :‘ntz g&ﬁﬁé%fwmﬁan snd is in response
to Mejor Eisenhower's requast to I >+ covvments on

AP 4 ct memorandum, which states:
paragraph | of the subjec 0o d§5 Y, X7’i&u
oat the /HATG] meettng S ¢+
25X AX7A I zevesied that Russia had deep shelters for
2% percent of its people and that 85 percent of the
fAussisn peopls had taken a Z2-bour clvil defense
course of iastruction. He reported these figures wers
based upon intelligence and upon statements made by

varions Russians, 25X1X7
2. The sistements attridated to _un at variance
25X1 X7
Zg)i(t most recent report, dated August 1959, of the

I < o7 <« rning Boviet civil defense. The[ ] 25x1x7
report states:
a. About one third of the housing in Soviet cities now

consists of masonry apartments bullt since 19%0, and these
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are probably provided with basement shelters, xt lesst in

the more Imporiant towans,

b. Soviet claims that 85 percent of the USSR 's population
have completed & ten-hoar course and that the more advanced
22.hour course has been given to 35 percent of the people
are repeated without evaluation.

3. In contrast with Mr, Hoegh's statement concerning Soviet

25X1X7
sheiters, the | -erort rofexs only to urban population,
not to total population, Further, the ézgnrt clearly is estimating
light, or basement type shelters for a maximum of one third of the
urban population, not heavy or deep shelters, Research in Cla
teads to the conclusion that only about 20 percent of the city popula-
tion in the USSR could be accommodated in existing shelters and
that mast of thess shelters are of the relatively light basement type,
which afford little protection against blast effscts.

4, Conceraing the numbers of people in the USSR who have
completed the 22-hour ¢ivil defense course, available intelligence
lesds us to beliove that enly about 50 percent of the total population
has completed such tralning, We note that the Boviet claim of
85 percent complietion was for the 10-hour course,

5. In summary, Mr. Hoegh's memorsndum credits the
Soviets with & far more advanced state of civil defense preparation
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25X1X71]
than is refiected in either CIA or [ »ts1tigence

?QM@“"
OTTO K. GUTHE
Ansistant Director
Research and Reporis
Dintribution:
Orig. and 1 ~ Addreesee
1 -~ Bl
2 - /I

2 - AD/RR
X - ChfE; sfcer
on/e [N 25+5 (2 Decesber 1959)
25X1A9a
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